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Emergency ProgramEmergency ProgramEmergency ProgramEmergency ProgramEmergency Program
Emergency reclamation projects are
those involving abandoned mine lands
that present a danger to public health,
safety, or general welfare and which
require immediate action.

Under Section 401(a) of the Surface
Mining Law, the Secretary of the Interior
is authorized to spend money from the
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund for
the emergency restoration, reclamation,
abatement, control, or prevention of the
effects of coal mining practices.  In 1997,
402 Abandoned Mine Land emergencies

were abated in 17 states (see Table 2).  Most emergencies occurred
in Pennsylvania, followed by Kentucky, West Virginia, Kansas,
and Ohio.  The greatest amount of emergency funding was spent
reclaiming landslides in Kentucky and West Virginia, reflecting
the large number of landslides and their high abatement cost.

Following passage of the Surface Mining Law,  the Office of
Surface Mining did all emergency reclamation; however, as state
and tribal programs were approved, many states took over
emergency programs as well.  In 1983, Arkansas and Montana
assumed emergency project responsibility, followed by Illinois in
1984. During 1988 and 1989, Kansas, Virginia, and West
Virginia took over responsibility for their emergency projects.
Alabama assumed emergency responsibility in 1990, followed by
Ohio in 1992, Alaska and North Dakota in 1993, and Indiana in
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Federal Emergency
Projects 1978-1997
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amabalA 0$ 0$ 606,296$ 494,065,3$ 000,004$ 001,356,4$ 189,279,3$

aksalA 0 0 094,273 015,721,1 000,52 000,525,1 299,466,2

sasnakrA 0 0 534,062 548,765,1 000,31 082,148,1 421,530,2

odaroloC 0 936,912 415,825 684,172,1 0 936,910,2 027,861,2

sionillI 0 000,558 625,934,1 137,092,6 079,885 722,471,9 283,674,9

anaidnI 0 137,894 281,839 450,476,3 899,742 569,853,5 495,157,6

awoI 0 0 727,212 315,514,1 0 042,826,1 882,455,1

sasnaK 0 0 444,481 079,955,1 000,054 414,491,2 029,020,2

ykcutneK 0 0 837,983,1 102,075,81 0 939,959,91 088,682,61

anaisiuoL 0 0 942,751 107,03 0 059,781 309,581

dnalyraM 1 0 843,240,1 720,756 330,422,1 0 804,329,2 286,265

iruossiM 0 799,46 311,505 905,318,1 0 916,383,2 539,881,2

anatnoM 0 0 740,874 952,570,3 000,521 603,876,3 889,787,3

ocixeMweN 0 070,631 691,360,1 008,634 0 660,636,1 694,153,2

atokaDhtroN 0 058,611 232,222 385,185,1 000,05 566,079,1 541,718,1

oihO 1 0 000,000,1 834,556,2 616,476,4 000,042,2 450,075,01 568,089,7

amohalkO 0 0 486,092 468,942,1 0 845,045,1 108,825,1

ainavlysnneP 1 0 476,162,2 370,151,5 149,095,23 0 886,300,04 133,876,83

saxeT 0 0 496,283 420,065,7 0 817,249,7 622,934

hatU 0 0 228,972 416,054,1 0 634,037,1 138,975,1

ainigriV 2,1 0 000,001 261,044,1 159,950,4 461,895,1 772,891,7 570,698,6

ainigriVtseW 1 0 000,059 272,179,6 224,092,91 575,734,6 962,946,33 362,526,83

gnimoyW 731,591 0 074,704 644,779,12 0 350,085,22 763,841,22

ebirTworC 0 0 344,361 949,620,1 0 293,091,1 902,311,1

ebirTipoH 0 0 218,133 000,004 0 218,137 606,142

ebirTojavaN 0 0 857,396 271,662,3 0 039,959,3 231,336,2

latoT 731,591$ 903,542,7$ 451,968,72$ 886,647,441$ 707,571,21$ 599,132,291$ 637,096,971$
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