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ment of coal mining activities on Indian lands (including permit-
ting, mine plan review, and bond release); and education in the area
of mining and mineral resources. A series of separate, informal
meetings began in 1995 to discuss issues and to determine how best
to develop draft legislation that would allow tribal governments to
assume primacy.  All parties have agreed on making certain modifi-
cations to the draft legislation and have agreed to an action plan.
Development grant funding for 1997 included $480,000 from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and $120,000 from the Office of Surface
Mining budgets.  This funding will continue in 1998. Table 8
includes statistics on regulatory activity on Indian lands during
1997.

Electronic PermittingElectronic PermittingElectronic PermittingElectronic PermittingElectronic Permitting
Electronic permitting technology was first introduced to the states
and tribes in 1989, when the Technical Information Processing
System was implemented.  Since that time, use of computer
technology in the permitting and inspection process has dramati-
cally increased.  The Office of Surface Mining has now received the
entire text and much of the map data for Peabody Western Coal
Company’s Black Mesa permit in electronic form.  With the use of
new computers, global positioning system satellite survey equip-
ment, and electronic cameras, the Office of Surface Mining will
begin to test the expediency of fully automated reviews of permit
revisions.  During 1997, Office of Surface Mining staff began work
on several large western mines to convert the permits into electronic
form.  If successful, this test may dramatically change the way the
Office of Surface Mining conducts its permitting activities.

Applicant Violator SystemApplicant Violator SystemApplicant Violator SystemApplicant Violator SystemApplicant Violator System
The Applicant Violator System, a computer database maintained by
the Office of Surface Mining, was developed to prevent persons and
companies with uncorrected violations of the Surface Mining Law
from obtaining new coal mining permits until such violations have
been abated or resolved. The Applicant Violator System includes

On the Crow Ceded Area in Montana, the Office of Surface
Mining and the Montana Department of State Lands administer
applicable surface mining requirements under a Memorandum of
Understanding that includes both permitting and inspection
functions.

Section 2514 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-
486) provides authority to provide grants to the Crow, Hopi,
Navajo, and Northern Cheyenne Tribes to assist them in develop-
ing programs for regulating surface coal mining and reclamation
operations on Indian lands. The development of these programs
includes: creating tribal mining regulations and policies; working
with the Office of Surface Mining in the inspection and enforce-
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We write mining and reclamation regulations
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