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This year four types of awards will be presented:
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COVER PHOTO: Topsoil and sub-soil are removed using hydraulic shovels and trucks at
this award winning Indiana mine site. The sub-soil is immediately transported to the
reclamation area, dumped, and graded. This equipment, combined with direct haul-back
methods, reduces compaction, a serious problem in valuable prime farmland soil.
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Wetlands improve water quality and recreation opportunities, encourage
greater biological diversity and wildlife habitat, and reduce storm and flood
damage. At this award-winning Alabama site sediment ponds were reclaimed
into artificial wetlands. Spillway material was removed to the level of im-
pounded sediment, then heavy stone riprap was placed on the water control
section to eliminate sedimentation downstream.
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Criteria Maximum Points
Clarity and completeness of nomination package 5
Difficulty of achieving reclamation under existing conditions 20
On-site effectiveness 30
Transferability of the technique or practice 12
Increased public awareness of the Surface Mining Law 8
Long-term benefits to the community 15
Exceeds the spirit and intent of the Surface Mining Law 10
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Successful tree growth has been achieved on many eastern U.S. mine sites. However,
this mixed tree stand on an award-winning West Virginia mine site began as a tree
planting along the ridge. Additional trees have since “volunteered” into the favorable
growing conditions created by the reclamation and now cover the entire hillside.
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National Awards.
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Special 25th Anniversary of the Surface Mining Law Awards. TrsgeHaETEe
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