ABANDONED MINE LANDS

Section 402(a) of the surface mining law requires that operators pay a reclamation fee for each ton of
coal produced. The fees are deposited with the U.S. Treasury in a fund called the Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Fund and are used to reclaim sites that were mined and left unreclaimed before the surface
mining law was enacted in 1977. Money from the Fund is also used to administer the Small Operator
Assistance Program (SOAP) and the Department of Agriculture’s Rural Abandoned Mine Program
(RAMP).

States with an approved state regulatory program are eligible to administer a state abandoned mine land
(AML) reclamation program, following approval of a reclamation ptan by OSMRE. Of the 24 states with
regulatory primacy, all but Mississippi and Louisiana had approved AML programs and received funding
for them from OSMRE during fiscal year 1986.

OSMRE collected more than $219 million in reclamation fees from coal producers during fiscal year
1986. Grant requests from 22 states were approved for $193.1 million, and were used to fund projects
reflecting the highest reclamation priorities, as required by law.

In addition, approximately $13.4 million was awarded for Federal construction projects or cooperative
agreements with the states. Approximately $8.8 million was obligated in the RAMP Program, with $2.8
million of that used in administration, design, and investigation of projects and $6.0 million used for
construction.

Small Operator Assistance Program (SOAP)

Section 401(b)(1) of the Act authorizes a specified amount of the fees collected forthe Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Fund to be used to support the Small Operator Assistance Program (SOAP). The program is
designed to assist small coal mine operators (those producing fewer than 100,000 tons per year at ali sites)
in meeting certain technical permit application requirements. The regulatory authority assumes the cost of
preparing an analysis of probable hydrologic consequence and characterizing the geology and
overburden materials at a proposed mining site.

These analyses are performed by qualified public or private laboratories under contract to the regulatory
authority. The SOAP is administered by state regulatory authorities in those states that have gained
primacy, or by OSMRE in Federal Program States.

During fiscal year 1986, OSMRE provided $1.5 million in operational grants to the states for small mine
operator assistance.
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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT AML PROGRAM
COMPLETED OR UNDER CONTRACT IN FY 1986/1
High Priority Emergency
No. Amount No. Amount
Alabama 0 $0 3 $7,803,213
Alaska 2 177,973 0 0
Arkansas 0 0 0 0
Colorado 3 124,519 8 43,132
Georgia 5 1,515,699 0 0
illinois 0 0 1 338,518
Indiana 1 815,453 11 804,407
lowa 0 0 0 0
Kansas 2 1,498,209 2 1,042,752
Kentucky 1 2,133,707 39 7,666,341
Louisiana 0 0 0 0
Maryland 1 300,000 1 454,607
Missouri 5 5,706,228 1 16,785
Montana 7 420,258 0 0
New Mexico 4 147,837 1 134,352
North Dakota 2 66,222 0 0
Ohio 5 923,663 20 1,716,189
Okiahoma 1 108,175 2 5,280
Pennsylvania 19 17,853,264 148 15,126,007
Tennessee 2 71,714 1 1,675,827
Texas 1 50,000 1 39,089
Utah 2 30,580 0 0
Virginia 5 3,128,280 7 1,005,796
Washington 6 784,651 4 97,290
West Virginia 0 0 29 3,246,270
Wyoming 5 456,824 3 26,171
Other States 20 1,738,707 1 85,029
Crow Tribe 4 600,519 0 0
Hopi Tribe 3 943,105 0 0
Navajo Tribe 6 914,009 1 6,400
TOTAL 112 $40,510,596 284 $41,234,001
TFunds obligated from Secretary’s Discretionary Share. Total project obligations since projects were initiated.
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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT AML PROJECTS
STARTED SINCE FY 1978/1

High Priority Emergency Total

No. $ Amount No. $ Amount No. $ Amount
1978 4 2,269,886 3 101,068 7 2,370,954
1979 79 9,507,614 26 358,790 105 9,866,404
1980 153 47,982,176 105 3,931,334 258 51,913,510
1981 10 3,170,802 97 10,450,844 107 13,621,646
1982 40 14,244,183 98 6,734,196 138 20,978,379
1983 38 19,610,468 151 15,951,010 189 35,561,478
1984 37 7,271,709 211 19,411,464 248 26,683,173
1985 13 (558,819) 186 26,017,200 199 25,458,381
1986 40 423,722 208 11,878,949 248 12,302,671
TOTAL 414 $103,921,741 1,085 $94,834,855 1,499 $198,756,596

1Funds obligated from Secretary’s Discretionary Share.

NON-AML FUND PROJECTS'

Federal funds

Obligated in
Funding Source State No. FY 1986

Anthracite Mine Drainage and Flood Pennsylvania 1 0
Control Act, P.L. 84-162 (1955)
and P.L, 87-818 (1962).

Extinguishment of Outcrop and Colorado ..... 3 48,129
Underground Fires, P.L. Montana 2 (3,038)
83-738 (1954),

Appalachian Regional Development Maryland ..... 1 674,625
Act P.L. 89-4 (1965). Ohio.......... 2 (7,362)

Pennsylvania 2 0

Total ... 11 $712,354

U.8. Bureau of Mines programs transferred to OSMRE by Secretarial Order 3074, dated February 1, 1982.




SMALL OPERATORS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
(FUNDED AMOUNT OF AWARD)
AS OF 9/30/86

State

Operation Grants
FY 1985

FY 1986

Alabama
Alaska
Arkansas
Colorado
itlinois
indiana

lowa
Kansas
Kentucky

Louisiana
Maryland
Michigan

Mississippi
Missouri
Montana

New Mexico
North Dakota
Ohio

Oklahoma
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island

Tennessee
Texas
Utah

Virginia
West Virginia
Wyoming

Crow
Hopi
Navajo

50,000
100,000
125,000

109,950

140,000

15,000

825,000

50,000

50,000
75,000
60,000

1,184,000

132,500

TOTAL

$1,414,950

$1,501,500




