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	OSM is currently implementing a new electronic grant system.  During the transition period, OSM processing of grants and cooperative agreements will change.  OSM is updating the Federal Assistance Manual (FAM) to include these changes.  While FAM is being revised, requirements and procedures used by OSM may be different from those described in FAM.
OSM’s internal grants processing will use E Grants Plus, part of the Department of the Interior’s Financial and Business Management System.  Assistance applicants and recipients have the option of submitting applications and reports electronically, using Grants.gov or E Grants Plus.  Alternatively, applicants and recipients may continue to submit applications and reports as described in FAM.

Generally, the amount and type of information required for assistance applications and reports will not change.  The forms and processes used by OSM and recipients may change.  OSM forms previously used for assistance applications, awards and reports are optional.  Transactions processed and documents produced by OSM’s new electronic grant system should normally be acceptable even if they are different from those described in FAM.  

It is especially important for OSM to work closely with applicants and recipients during this transition period.  Recipients are encouraged to contact their OSM Regional or Field Office for assistance.

This notice expires one year after the directive date, or on approval of the next revision to FAM, whichever comes first.
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