
Putting Out Fires 
 
Workplace fire safety is about preventing fires from starting but
a fire when it does start. 
 
If fire breaks out in your workplace, do you know what to do? Y
escape, for you and other occupants of the area. Second in order
for in-office or community firefighters. The third thing to do is t
with an extinguisher – if you are trained to do so safely. 
 
You must sound the alarm for any fire. Never underestimate a fi
you can take care of it alone. Instead, give everyone a chance to
firefighters a head start on handling it. 
 
Once evacuation is under way and firefighters have been summo
tackling the fire with an extinguisher – if you know how to use o
putting yourself in danger. 
 
You need to be trained to use a fire extinguisher because doing i
worse. Different fire extinguishers are designed for use on differ
must use the correct one.  
 
Class A extinguishers are for use on ordinary combustibles such
rubber, and plastics.  
 
Class B extinguishers are for use on flammable liquids such as g
based paint, lacquer, varnishes, solvents and fuels. 
 
Class C extinguishers are for use on energized electrical equipm
circuit breakers, machinery, appliances, computers, and other ele
 
Class D extinguishers are used in specialized workplaces on flam
powdered metals. 
 

And Here Is How: 
� Get ready. Remove the extinguisher from the mounting brac

(two meters) from the fire. Point the nozzle toward the fire. 
 
� Pull out the pin securing the handle 
 
� Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire  
 
� Squeeze the handle. 
 
� Sweep the stream of extinguishing agent from side to side ac

until it is completely out. 
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� Watch for the fire to re-ignite. If it does, continue to apply the extinguishing agent 

until the extinguisher is empty. 
 
It is important for you to get some training and practice with an extinguisher before you 
have to use it in an emergency. You need to get experience at pulling the pin and you 
need to get accustomed to the weight and the velocity of the extinguisher. You need to be 
aware of the importance of using the right extinguisher. For instance, putting water on a 
Class B fire (flammable liquid) fire can spread it instead of extinguishing it. Water on a 
Class C electrical situation can result in a fatal electrical shock 
 

 
Safety Tip: When you use an extinguisher, your own safety 

is first responsibility Make sure you have a 
clear path to an exit. Don’t let the fire get 
between you and your escape route. Never turn 
your back on a fire, even if you think it is out. 
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