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1.yPL /This directive establishes the Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement's (OSM's) procedures for compilation and 
maintenance of an inspectable units inventory. 

2. Summarv. This directive revises Directive INE-29, Transmittal 
Number 365 (8/25/87), by making the data fields required under section 
4.b.(1) consistent with those established under Directive INE-23: Minesite 
Evaluation Inspection Report (MEIR) Instructions. It also incorporates the 
language in Change Notice INE-29-1, Transmittal Number 707. 

3. Definitions. 

a. lnspectable Unit. A surface coal mining and reclamation operation or 
a coal exploration operation for which an inspection obligation exists under 
30 CFR 840.11 (a), (b) or (c), or under 842.11 (c) where OSM is the 
regulatory authority. An inspectable unit may consist of an individual permit 
or a consolidation of several permits issued to the same permittee, but 
which, for all practical purposes, constitutes the same surface coal mining 
and reclamation operation. 

b. lnspectable Uriit List !lULl. A list or computer data base management 
system containing all inspectable units within a State and any other mining 
operations necessary to evaluate State programs, administer Federal 
programs and meet the information needs of the agency. 

4. Policy/Procedures. 

a. Policy. Each Field Office shall maintain a current and accurate IUL for 
each State under its jurisdiction. The IUL shall be maintained in a manner 
which enables Field Offices to rapidly sort and generate summary reports 
numerically or by one or more of the fields required under section 4.b.(1 l of 
this directive. In primacy States, Field Offices shall ensure that their IULs 
are consistent with those maintained by the regulatory authority; however, 
States cannot be required to define their inspectable units by every field 
under section (b) below. 
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b. Procedures. 

(1) Each IUL shall be defined by the following minimum data base 
fields. 

(a) Permittee/Person; 

(b) State or Federal program permit number or unpermitted 
reference number; 

(c) Permit Type: Use the codes from Appendix 1 1 CODE 
SHEET for the MEIR - Item 1 0; 

(d) Permit expiration date; 

(e) Total permitted acreage; 

(f) State/County or FIPS code; 

(g) Federal/Indian Lands permit: Use the codes from 
Appendix 1 I CODE SHEET for the MEIR - Item 19; 

(h) MSHA identification number; 

(i) Type Facility: Use the codes from Appendix 1 I CODE 
SHEET for the MEIR - Item 16; 

(j) Permit Status: Use the codes from Appendix 1 I CODE 
SHEET for the MEIR - Item 14; and 

(k) AVS Permittee Entity Number. 

(2) lnspectable units may be removed from the IUL after final bond 
release or after an abandoned site has been reclaimed by the regulatory 
authority. lnspectable units removed from the IUL shall be retained on file 
by removal category for historical or future study purposes. 

(3) A list of surface mining operations exempt under section 528 of 
the Act shall be maintained by each Field Office for monitoring purposes 
unless an accurate list is being shared with a State regulatory authority. 
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5. Reporting Requirements. The reporting requirement concerning 
inspectable units is contained in Directive REG-8: Oversight of State 
Regulatory and State and Tribal Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation 
Programs. 

6. Effect on Other Documents. This directive supersedes Directive INE-29, 
Transmittal Number 365, dated August 25, 1987, and Change Notice 
INE-29-1, Transmittal Number 707, dated February 12, 1992. 

7. References. Directives INE-20, "Random Sample Oversight Inspections;" 
Directive INE-23, "Minesite Evaluation Inspection Report Instructions;" and 
Directive REG-8, Oversight of State Regulatory and State and Tribal 
Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Programs. 

·"·~·· . 8. ~ffective Date. Upon issuance. 

9. Contact. Chief, Branch of Inspection and Enforcement, (202) 
208-2550. 

10. Keywords. lnspectable unit, IUL. 

11. List of Appendices. Appendix 1: CODE SHEET for the MEIR. 
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APPENDIXl 

CODE SHEET for the Mine-Site Evaluation Ins ection Re ort 
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b. Regulato Autbor ,,S • Sbote Propm, F= Federall'ropm 

Inspection Type Codes- Item ll FF ....... Federal NOV on4/ar co Follow-up SOx- 00. 
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Land Code - Item 19 S ..... Swe/Priva!e Lands F ..... Fedeml Lands I ..... Irulian Lands 
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